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Hugo Gordijn
Arjan Harbers

Ruimtelijk Planbureau, Den Haag
july 2007, version 1.0



Airport publications by The Netherlands Institute for Spatial Research 
(Ruimtelijk Planbureau)

Ontwerpatelier Rotterdam Airport november 4th 2004  
Urban design workshop Rotterdam Airport 

Ontwerpatelier Lelystad airport march 4th 2005 
Urban design workshop Lelystad airport

Atlas of Airports in Northwest Europe (2005)

Verkenning regionale luchthavens (2005)
Regional airports study (2005)

Geluid rondom luchthavens (2006) 
Noise around airports (2006)

De toekomst van Schiphol (2007) 
The future of Schiphol-airport (2007)

These publications are written in Dutch with an English summary.
They can be downloaded from www.rpb.nl/en-gb/.



The Netherlands Institute for Spatial Research 
(RPB) has published a number of studies about air-
ports. During the research data was collected that 
could be of interest to other researchers in this 
area. The data published about regional airports 
in the “Atlas of airports in Northwest Europe” has 
had many readers. We hope the data in this “At-
las of cargo airports in Europe” will also be use-
ful for researchers. 

At first the 20 most important European cargo 
airports in 2005 (in tonnes cargo) were se-
lected. These were supplemented by four 
airports in and in the vicinity of The Neth-
erlands with considerable cargo activities: 
Düsseldorf International Airport, Hamburg 
Airport, Maastricht Aachen Airport and Os-
tend-Bruges International Airport. Finally 
Leipzig/Halle Airport and Vatry International 
Airport were added. These two airports are 
intended to play a more important role in 
the future. Istanbul Atatürk International 
Airport is also one of the 20 most impor-
tant European cargo airports in the year 
2005. During the process of gathering 
the required data, data for this airport 
was incomplete and seemed to be incor-
rect. For this reason the decision was 
made not to publish Atatürk Interna-
tional Airport in this atlas. Altogether 
the data of 25 airports were taken. 
For the most part the relevant infor-
mation and traffic data was found on 
the websites of the airports. For the 
4 airports in the United Kingdom 
traffic data published by the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) was used. 
For the 7 German airports traffic 
data published by the Arbeitsge-
meinschaft Deutscher Verkehrs-
flughäfen (ADV) was used. 

Suggestions for improvement 
are welcomed on klaver@rpb.nl 
or gordijn@rpb.nl.
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Alphen aan den Rijn

Amsterdam region
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Aalst

Leuven

Lokeren

Mechelen

Sint-Niklaas

Brussels region
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Cologne region
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Essen
Duisburg

Düsseldorf

Boch

Mülheim

Krefeld

Solingen

Wupp

Oberhausen

Gelsenkir

Mönchengladbach

Herne

Moers

Neuss

Bottrop

RemscheidDüsseldorf region
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Guildford

London Gatwick region
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Woking

Slough

Reigate

Windsor

Staines

Watford

Guildford

London Heathrow region
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Esch-Sur-Alzette

Luxemburg region
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Liège

Aachen

Maastricht

Genk

Heerlen

Sittard

Seraing

Hasselt

Verviers

Maastricht region
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Torrejón de Ardoz

Madrid region
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Milano

Novara

Como

Monza

Varese

Milan Malpensa region

1:300.000
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München

Landshut

Munich region

1:300.000
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Kortrijk

Oostende

Roeselare

Knokke-Heist

Ostend region

1:300.000
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Rome region

1:300.000
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Railway

National border

Built area - dense
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Industrial

Port
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Vatry region
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Wien

Vienna region

1:300.000
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Winterthur

Zürich region

1:300.000



Total cargo and mail 2000-2006 (tonnes)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Δ% 00-06

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol 1.267.386 1.234.161 1.288.626 1.353.760 1.467.296 1.495.919 1.566.822 24%

Brussels Airport 687.385 583.729 536.826 607.136 664.375 702.819 720.000 5%

Charles de Gaulle International Airport 1.610.484 1.591.910 1.626.300 1.723.600 1.874.938 2.010.351 2.130.724 32%

Cologne Bonn Airport 446.296 463.718 515.429 539.997 623.695 657.672 703.841 58%

Copenhagen Airport 419.432 379.037 373.694 335.731 335.649 355.087 380.024 -9%

Düsseldorf International Airport 59.965 52.597 46.232 48.523 56.838 57.595 60.269 1%

East Midlands Airport Nottingham Leicester Derby 187.065 204.213 228.654 237.344 277.185 292.149 298.283 59%

Frankfurt Airport 1.730.443 1.635.236 1.655.802 1.674.738 1.868.819 1.991.535 2.154.063 24%

Frankfurt-Hahn Airport 74.958 23.987 22.408 36.575 66.121 107.302 123.164 64%

Hamburg Airport 48.669 43.076 40.871 36.018 37.086 32.678 38.212 -21%

Leipzig/Halle Airport 15.268 14.392 15.033 15.839 10.296 12.890 29.329 92%

Liège Airport 270.311 273.219 326.879 374.159 382.325 325.712 406.525 50%

London Gatwick Airport 334.521 292.041 252.002 233.472 226.927 232.084 219.876 -34%

London Heathrow Airport 1.401.920 1.263.589 1.310.579 1.300.349 1.412.019 1.389.298 1.342.646 -4%

London Stansted Airport 178.825 179.499 193.195 202.743 239.051 254.812 241.330 35%

Luxembourg-Findel International Airport 499.911 510.232 578.988 656.638 730.562 742.341 752.326 50%

Maastricht Aachen Airport 47.199 33.185 39.518 34.226 44.900 57.604 54.158 15%

Madrid Barajas International Airport 337.551 330.687 331.449 341.260 378.194 370.536 350.758 4%

Malpensa International Airport 300.834 289.342 293.914 319.511 361.237 384.752 419.128 39%

Munich International Airport 156.557 157.668 188.399 178.132 198.373 223.877 245.409 57%

Ostend-Bruges International Airport 93.472 88.817 57.131 78.066 97.582 108.260 98.525 5%

Rome Leonardo Da Vinci Fiumicino Airport 202.400 186.055 176.395 172.798 175.097 171.222 164.761 -19%

Vatry International Airport 1.017 1.780 6.163 8.730 19.128 37.632 37.659 3603%

Vienna International Airport 135.000 120.222 124.230 127.084 158.256 180.089 187.852 39%

Zürich Airport 417.985 374.285 332.714 305.481 280.564 287.875 279.910 -33%



Total passengers 2000-2006 (*1000)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 Δ% 00-06

Amsterdam Airport Schiphol 39.271 39.309 40.588 39.809 42.425 44.078 46.066 17%

Brussels Airport 21.637 19.685 14.411 15.194 15.633 16.180 16.708 -23%

Charles de Gaulle International Airport 48.246 47.997 48.359 48.220 51.260 53.798 56.850 18%

Cologne Bonn Airport 6.292 5.706 5.375 7.759 8.333 9.452 9.904 57%

Copenhagen Airport 18.120 18.136 18.272 17.714 19.035 19.982 20.877 15%

Düsseldorf International Airport 16.028 15.393 14.742 14.273 15.257 15.511 16.590 4%

East Midlands Airport Nottingham Leicester Derby 2.227 2.380 3.233 4.254 4.375 4.182 4.721 112%

Frankfurt Airport 49.361 48.560 48.450 48.352 51.098 52.219 52.811 7%

Frankfurt-Hahn Airport 380 451 1.458 2.432 2.760 3.080 3.705 874%

Hamburg Airport 9.949 9.490 8.947 9.530 9.894 10.676 11.954 20%

Leipzig/Halle Airport 2.277 2.174 1.968 1.951 2.027 2.122 2.340 3%

Liège Airport 200 207 166 174 207 236 307 54%

London Gatwick Airport 31.948 31.097 29.518 29.893 31.392 32.693 34.080 7%

London Heathrow Airport 64.277 60.453 63.035 63.208 67.109 67.683 67.339 5%

London Stansted Airport 11.858 13.654 16.049 18.716 20.907 21.992 23.680 100%

Luxembourg-Findel International Airport 1.669 1.625 1.522 1.461 1.517 1.574 1.613 -3%

Maastricht Aachen Airport 330 325 270 278 233 316 276 -16%

Madrid Barajas International Airport 32.894 34.050 33.915 35.856 38.719 42.147 45.530 38%

Malpensa International Airport 20.717 18.570 17.441 17.622 18.555 19.631 21.767 5%

Munich International Airport 23.126 23.647 23.164 24.193 26.815 28.619 30.758 33%

Ostend-Bruges International Airport 124 118 103 151 111 126 146 18%

Rome Leonardo Da Vinci Fiumicino Airport 26.288 25.566 25.340 26.285 28.120 28.683 30.177 15%

Vatry International Airport 0 1 1 2 9 7 9 8569%

Vienna International Airport 11.940 11.853 11.974 12.785 14.786 15.859 16.856 41%

Zürich Airport 22.675 21.013 17.948 17.025 17.253 17.885 19.237 -15%
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Share of cargo and passengers in 2006
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Aircraft movements: All aircraft take-offs and landings by 
scheduled and unscheduled services or charter services.
ASK: Available seat kilometres; the number of seats of a car-
rier multiplied by the number of kilometres they are flown.
Cargo: Transport of cargo by air in metric tonnes (1 metric 
tonne = 1.000 kg). Luggage, mail and trucked freight are ex-
cluded. Mail is a distinctive category.
Cargo terminal’s first line: Area right next to the cargo 
apron where air cargo transhipment takes place to and from 
the aircraft.
Cargo terminal’s second line: Area located directly behind 
the first line cargo sheds where air cargo transhipment takes 
place between shippers, forwarders, and handling agents.
Employment: Employment as given in the annual reports of 
the airport authorities or on the websites of the airport autho-
rities (preferably direct employment).
Full-freighter aircraft: An aircraft transporting only cargo.
ICA-traffic: intercontinental traffic.
Multi airport system: The set of airports that serve the air-
line traffic of a metropolitan area.
Passenger-combi aircraft: An aircraft transporting passen-
gers as well as cargo.
Transfer: Arriving passengers who continue on another flight 
within a certain time limit.
WLU (Work Load Unit): A term representing passenger traf-
fic plus cargo traffic, one WLU represents 1.000 passengers or 
100 tonnes of cargo.
GFA: Gross Floor Area.
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